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Dear Bick, 

x ou have made my day! rlease don't under-rate this accomplishment, for ..o have had 
the kind. . of days not easy to uako or remake. 

in today's mail a thoughtful friend's copy of your August Computers' piece was 
inclined. It is in no sense inferior to your earlier Computers' writing, nor is it in 
any sense a reduction in Berkeley's standards. 

Mow for tiSQ first time there is any explanation for the purposes of the bugging. 

Of course, I(m still ridden by doubts about why 5 or 9 or 10 or 11 or an almost 
inf inti te number of men were needed for the planting of a bug or bugs. I guess I live 
in the antideluvian past, in which it took but one man, so such modernity is beyond 
ay probably limited comprehension. Here you don't help. In fact, as I recall, here you 
also don't address. 

'i'oo feda bad. With the unique genius you display elsewhere, you might have solved 
this one. 

and ya had you thought of it, I’m sure you’d have been able to enlighten me on 
another troubling score, why 889, (XX), provided in typical CIa fashion, as I recall 
( I suppose the distinction is with typical Republican fashion?) was needed for the planting 
of a bug or bugs. I don't think it is really material th t .you loot some 825,000, 
and that the actual total to date admitted is 8114,000, for the principle would be the 
same, wouldn't it? nixL tha typicality. 

«o criticism. Allowances must be made for the urgent need of getting the given ’word 
to the people as fast as possible. If tliis extracts its cost, is it not worth the cost? 

'i'hat the tracable equi pment was licensed to the Republicans, not the CIA, is irre- 
levant anyway because they are, as I suppose you just didn t have room to say, one and 
the sane ana hero the Cl* just used the various Republican committee, nitchell (and 

“arhha-you forgot her), Stans, Middy and a tin others as tiu.ir cover. So is it irrelevant 

that the frequencies alloted to the transcievers wore republican, not CIA frequencies, 
because the CIA uses whose frequencies it will, including the Republicans’. and. the 
need for transcievers in plant a bug(s)? You liau time pressures or space problems, so I 

suppose you just couldn’t tell us they were needed to keep in touch with those CL* 

.'masters, not Republicans or tiny ilk, water, level or function. 

There is so much I didn't under, land that mow is clear, "ike ^un't leaving the 
country the very second day. You didn't tell me, but I can now see clarly this was but 
another CIa device, a kind of bribery, by which junkets at taxpayers’ expense were pro- 
vided for the RBI agents who interviewed him and the grand jury that questioned him. They 
think of everything, tnose OIAs! 

And how Hunt got to be one of the top officials? Hot until you made me THLiK did 
I come to understand tills. By resigning, of course, two years ago. What a perfect cover 
to hide him from the table of organization! If I'd thought of Boxley, 1 might have figured 
this out sooner. But I can see it now, clear as only you could make it. 

You did kind of slip a bit, omitting the one admitted Cl* connection; that the p.r. 
agency for which Hunt worked when he wasn't sneaking into the “hits Mouse for the CIa, 
really had the CIa as a client, through Radio Free Cuba. 

*n I gues. I never r alized that the reason those cats were arrested at "o ilame Key 
and north of *jake i'intchartrain is because they were CIA. The RBI and local gestapos always 
arrest the CIa, don't they? And confiscate their arms, etc. 

But the part tliat really blew my tuind (do I use the phrase correctly? There is so much 
to which I'm not really hep) is the reason for this caper. You could h ve spelled it out a 
bit more, but you are explicit enough. Hq. had to be bugged to know where the nemo candidtes 
were because the papers can t bo trusted; because all that crowd-gathering for the candidates 
is only more CIa tomfoolerly, so the announcements can't be trusted; because the posted 
notices of appearances can always be countorf .itod by the CIA; because Larry O'Brren handled 
all such details. In short, because there simply was no other way to Imow. One wouldn't be 
able to depend on anything except eavesdropping to know in advance where kc"ovem or whoever 
woulu be so they could be knocked off. I was just a bit perplexed at why tliis wouldn't 
require bugging Mc^o vein, hut I finally decided you just had all these limitations and 
coulun' t tell us; The CIA did that, too, as a sort of second-line, but that did that invisibly 
(as in Invisible Government) and thus haven't been caught. Great stuff, Dick, up to your 
very best. We are all in. '.’our debt— especially the Republicans. Sincc'dv, 



